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Beach camp’s not your P
typical day of surf and sand .
=
ON'Tlet the my- VENICE DEL PLAY =
thology fool you: WHERE: Meet at the parking o
‘Most Angelenos \\7« at 2600 Barnard Way, L]
have never seen enice.
action on a surfboard. In fact, WHEN: 9:30 2.m.2:30 pam.

the average local couldn't hang Wed.-next Fri.

10if you spotted him a five and PRICE: $75/fll days
f day; Ach

four ones. T} $60/hal

surfer and Venice del Play reservations required.
co-founder Sydney Lovelace. INFO: (310) 821.7377;
So when new kids swing by his wwwyenicedelplay.com
beach camp’s winter break

session on Wednesday (Venice  five years as Hillary Wilson
del Play meets summersand  Martin on “All My Children” —

‘most school vacations), hell  explains,
beinclined to set MomorDad  near Ocean View Drive means
straight. it automatically qualifies as a,
um, creativity.
inawet suit,” Lovelace, the Not to be confused with
camp's water safety and ath-  soccer camp, Venice el Play
letics coach, says with tangible  promises as much tai chi, yoga
disbelief, “They don't know and actingas boogie boards.
what it is. T tell the parents,If  and sand castles. As locals
you're going t Know, L
California, i
‘wet suit in the closet.” al mash-ups, exemplified by an
How’s that for investingin  upcoming Venice del Play
former pro
football player i
di grid h
the impression that Venice del  Ingact for- , t i Venice del
Play is strictly dedicated to “You'll have an athlete afriend toharried parentsa  “It'sa way for 2 Sydney
building the next generation's  introducing them to ballet, day of play in ocean air canbe;  side with their friends — bond- Lovelace teaches kids the
lly 3 founde inagrassy a ingin
Carmen'T! . area B ime quite I  plt

‘may remember her fromher ~ says' hewouldbe ~ Still it
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Since 2001: A news odyssey

THE LET"S 0 BRUING ISS0E

§cmta Yomica

Santa Monicans can sound off

| FROM FREE SPEECH PAGE 3
| of the 10 worst countries for joarmaliat, The

ing, of shame wat based on how much

prois had deterioraied during the
Last five: years.

The CPJ ranked Ethiopia i the wort

| because the number of jommalists in jail

Eeon Herrora kinenh@smdp. com
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Beach. Mirroring the famous “Spaakers’ Cornar’ in Londen's Hyde Park, the event was a public forum for peopht 1o speak their minds.

BY KEVIN HERRERA
Dadly Press Staff Writer

SM BEACH speak for yoursell.
: “.lliilo. advice of activist Arther
tevens, on Wednesday, launched
“The People’s Voice™ — a pablic forum
intended to mirrar the famous “Speakers’
Corner” in London’s Hyde Park, complete
with & miccophone and a soap box for
people to stand on as they cxpress them-
selves any way they want.
"My concern is that two-thinds of the
world's population doesn’t have the pro-

tection of free spoech,” said Stevens, a
financial advisor and insurance saleiman
who had an epiphany a decade ago and
has been working to promote peace and
Prosperity ever since.

“Free speech is under attack around the
world and right here in America,” Stevens
added. “The foundstion of democracy is
crumbling.”

In countries sech as Chins, North
Korea and Venezucla, those who speak out
against the government are silenced. Some
are arrested and jailed, others tortured and
killed for doing what many Americans

Not holding their peace

take for granted, Stevens said.

st thas week, Russian amborities armested
10 men 0 connection with the munder of
Government officials said the murder was car-
ried out on behalf of outsiders bent on dis-
crediting the Kremlin, though the reporter’s
M‘Wﬁtpvu:fmﬁmhn
ahonst motive as “political PR Politkovkaya
wias 2 harsh critic of the Krembin,

In New York City, the Committce to
Profect Journalists released last month a list

SEE FREE SPEECH PAGE 15

| Bmow
| bas v enitry redquirements, mo rubes of intel-

climbed from two to 18, The report noted

|| eight newspapers were shut dowmn in 2006,

the government blacked mewn Web sltes
and two foreigs reportens were expelled.

| The mime other worst countries wenc

| Conge, Cuba, Pakistan, Egypt. Azerbaljan.
N Morooco and Thadland.

“The city of Sants Monica i famous for
people speaiing their minds” Soovens said,
explaiming why he chose & putch of grass
near the beach, jost off Ocran Park
Boulevard, as the home for The Peaple’s
Visce. “This ks & great location with a besuti-
fal view .. Sambs Monkca just felt right™

Sievens said he was imapired by the
Speakers’ Corner in Losdan, where some of
the mant inflocntial Ggares in world history
have gathered, including Karl Marx,
Frederick Engels and Lenim. Just bike the
img, spot, The People’s Vidos

lectmal formality and no clasy restrictions,
Unlike the Speskens’ Cormer, Stevens’
event [ailed o attract o large crowd

§| Perhaps §t was bad sdvertising or poor

scheduling (the cvent was hebd ot 10 am.
on a weekday), bist only 3 handfid of people
howed up 1o peal.

However, children from a local summer

whit they wanted 1o be wisen they prow ap.

“l want 1o be a fircman,” one young
blonde bey sadd with 8 shy semile before be
jumped off the box and ran back 1o his
fricads.

Secvens boamsed 31 the sight.

“This is what its all aboot,” be said aa
he watched the children and giggh
when thelr friends teok mic. “Tt's
importast to stant early and teach the
yousger generation sbout the importance
of free speech. Thia is great.”

m.t:mwnmnmmﬁm
mncxpectedly. Two men who were Ing
nearby were drawn in by Sarvens” wosds,

Jeff Kaller, who ook the mic w alk

the wralice o 971 1, a5 well ax the monopoliza-
than of the media.

“Expressing yourself in America isa't
what it esed 1o bel” Keller said while stand-
img on 8 soap box. “We need to pay attention
o our economes prowth. The US dollar
inn'n what it wsed 1o be, We need to wake op.

"We are in jeopardy of losing the most
important war and that's the soonomic war™

Ssewrns said be it looking a1 Bosting the
event on Sundeys in the near fobare. He
wamts 10 keep it af the beach and belirves,
oae day soon, the grass willl be covered with
moee than & bundred people wanting des-






